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To Whom It May Concern;

The Fine Gael Donegal Constituency Executive in conjunction with the Strategy Committee of the
Donegal Constituency have considered the terms of reference of the Local Election Area Boundary
Committee of 2017/2018 and make the following recommendations:

1. DONEGAL ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
The transfer of Cill Charthaigh, Cill Ghabhlaigh, Gleann Cholm Cille and Malainn Bhig to the Glenties
Electoral area. These areas have a natural affinity to the surrounding hinterland and with natural
cultural links of GAA, language, business and tourism. (Wild Atlantic Way). The transfer of these
DED's allows for the Donegal Electoral area to remain a six seater electoral area with a population of
24,356.

2. GLENTIES ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
The inclusion of the DED’s as outlined at (1} above. Further we recommend the transfer of An
Craoslach, Ards, Caislean na dTuath and Crioch na Smear to a new electoral area of Milford. These
areas are at the most Northerly point of the Glenties Electoral area on the West coast of Donegal
and are geographically and economically linked to the areas proposed to be in the new Milford area.
The Glenties Electoral Area under these proposed changes would result in a population of 24,088
within the remit of the terms of reference allowing for a six seater electoral.

3. MILFORD ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
The creation of a new electoral area to be called Milford. This electoral area would, in the main,
follow the original Milford Electoral Area. Working within the terms of reference of the
Commission, the four DED’s as outlined at (2) above together with further DED’s outlined in
appendix 1 will result in the creation of a five seat electoral area with a population of 20,692.

4, LETTERKENNY ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
Being guided by the terms of reference of the Commission we propose the division of the current
Letterkenny/Milford Electoral Area into two new electoral areas, namely; Letterkenny and Milford.
Letterkenny would include the DED’s as outlined in appendix 1 to create a seven seat electoral area.
This includes the transfer from Inishowen of the following DED’s; Inch Island. Burt, Castleforward,
Newtown Cunningham, Killea and Manorcunningham. These areas lie East of Letterkenny town and
have a natural economic and community connection to the town area. The population of 30,880 is
concentrated on the urban town of Letterkenny and its surrounding rural population,

5. INISHOWEN ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
The Inishowen peninsula, having a distinct identity within the County, cannot unfortunately remain a
nine seat electoral area due to the terms of reference of the Commission. To allow the peninsula,
with its natural community, economic and cultural links, remain within a single electoral area, we



propose the creation of a seven seat electoral area to be named Inishowen. This will contain the
DED”s as outlined in appendix 1 which has a population of 33,414.

6. STRANORLAR ELECTORAL AREA:
We propose the following;
That this area remains largely unchanged save the transfer of Min Charraigeach to the Milford
Electoral Area having being originally contained in the former Milford electoral area. The six seat
electoral area has a population of 25,762.

Having due regard to the terms of reference, we have endeavoured to retain areas of natural links
and have given due consideration to the geographical connections of the electoral areas as outlined
above. The creation of new electoral areas have also the benefit of already being serviced by
existing Public Services Centre’s ensuring no further expenditure in this regard.

As the Donegal Electoral Area is served by two Dail Constituencies, we would ask that future
consideration be given the inclusion of the full electoral area within a Constituency within the
County boundary.

With Letterkenny town, being the largest town in the County, consideration must be given to the
reinstatement of Letterkenny Town Council to allow for the promotion and development of the
area.

We would like to thank the Committee for affording us the opportunity to make this submission and
we hope that you can take cognisance of our suggestions.

Signed: Signed:
Oliver McDevitt Doreen Sheridan Kennedy
Chairperson Secretary
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